Name: _______________________________________            Class: ____________________________
Roles for Literature Circles
· Vocabulary Master
· 4 to 5 important, interesting, or unfamiliar words.
· ex: Esther took Aaron’s yarmulke off his head.
· explain why you wrote the word down.
· ex: I’ve never seen the word yarmulke before.
· give a full description or definition. *HINT* Make it look like a definition you would find in a dictionary.
· ex: Yarmulke: (n) a cap worn by Jewish males.
· Illustrator
· creates an original drawing, or diagram related to the reading.
· ex: (from the Leo Frank reading) 
· [image: image1.wmf]
· gives a title & description that relates the drawing to the reading.
· ex: “Leo Frank” – The drawing shows the idea that truth was as unwanted in Atlanta as Leo Frank.
· Summarizer
· gives important details, characters, & events in the reading.
· ex: The main character in To Kill a Mockingbird is a young girl named Scout.
· explains why the listed details, characters, & events are important.
· ex: Scout is important because most of the story is told from her point of view.
· Connector
· gives 4 to 5 examples of the way the reader relates or does not relate to the reading.
· ex: Like Anne Frank keeps a diary, I keep a journal.
· explains why each example is important to the relation between the reader(s) and the reading.
· ex: Knowing that Anne Frank writes about what she sees lets me know a little bit more aobut her character.  I think she is a very observant person.
· Passage Master
· gives 4 to 5 passages that seem important to the reading or the reader.
· “Harry Potter was a highly unusual boy in many ways.  For one thing, he hated the summer holidays more than any other time of the year.  For another, he really wanted to do his homework but was forced to do it in secret, in the dead of night.  And he also happened to be a wizard.” (Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, Chapter 1, Paragraph 1).
· explains why the passages are important to the reader.
· This is the opening paragraph to the third book in the Harry Potter series.  It is important because it draws the reader in by giving him or her an idea of what this book is going to be like.  Harry is unusual because he hates the summer, he loves doing homework, and he is also a wizard.
Additional Information
1. Some of these roles may be combined.

2. Roles will be rotated.
	VOCABULARY MASTER


Name: _______________________________________  Book: ______________________________________________

Assignment (Chapters / Pages): ____________________________________________

	Your Role:

Vocabulary Master

Write down important, interesting, or unfamiliar words.  You should note the location of each word, look it up in the dictionary, and write down the definition.

	Sample Questions
· Which words are used frequently?

· Which words have you not seen before?

· What words seem to have special meaning to the characters or author?

· If you find a new word, what do you think it means?  Why?


	Word
	Page # & Paragraph
	Reason I Chose It
	Definition

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	ILLUSTRATOR
	


Name: _______________________________________  Book: ______________________________________________

Assignment (Chapters / Pages): ____________________________________________

	Your Role:

Illustrator

At the bottom of this sheet, draw an illustration related to the reading.  This may be a sketch, a Venn Diagram, a flow chart, or a scene, or some other visual depiction you’re your reading.  Give your illustration a title and write a short description of it using the space provided below.  Present your illustration to the group and discuss it.

	Sample Questions
· Why did you choose this idea / scene to illustrate?

· How does this drawing relate to the story?

· Why you choose to draw it the way you did?

· What do we see (who and / or what is in this picture)?
· Did drawing help you see something you had not noticed before?



	PASSAGE MASTER


Name: _______________________________________  Book: ______________________________________________

Assignment (Chapters / Pages): ____________________________________________

	Your Role:

Passage Master

Choose a passage that says something to you; note where you can find the passage and make note of the page(s) and paragraph(s).  Why did you choose this passage?  You can look for literary devices used by the author, evaluate emerging themes, and point out story elements (characters, plot, setting, theme, etc.)

	Sample Questions
· What is happening in this passage?
· Why did you choose this passage?

· What does this passage mean, or what is it discussing?

· How should you present this passage?

· Who is speaking or what is happening in this passage?

· What is the most unique aspect of this passage-and why is it unique?

· What did this quotation / passage make you think about when you read it?

· What makes this passage so confusing, important, or interesting?




	Write the page and paragraph number in this column.  Unless the quote is really long, you should also write the quote in this column; write your responses to it in the main note-taking area to the right.>>>>
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	SUMMARIZER


Name: _______________________________________  Book: ______________________________________________

Assignment (Chapters / Pages): ____________________________________________

	Your Role:

Summarizer

Prepare a brief summary of the day’s reading. Use the questions to the right to help you decide what to include.  In some cases, you might ask yourself what details, characters, or events are so important that they would be included on a test.  If it helps you organize the information, consider making a numbered list or time line.

	Sample Questions
· What are the most important events in the section you read?
· What makes them so important?

· What effect do these events have on the plot or the other characters?

· What changes – in plot, character, or tone – did you notice when you read?

· What questions about the section you read might appear on a test?

· What might be a good essay topic for this section of the story?




	Write your discussion questions or time line here; write your responses to them in the main note-taking area to the right.>>>>
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	CONNECTOR


Name: _______________________________________  Book: ______________________________________________

Assignment (Chapters / Pages): ____________________________________________
	Your Role:

Connector

Your job is to connect what you are reading with what you are studying in this or other classes.  You can also connect the story with events in your own life or the world outside school.  Another valuable source of connections is books you’ve already read this year.  Connections should be meaningful to you and those in your group.
	Sample Questions
· What connections can you make between what you have read and your life?

· What other places or people could you compare this story to?

· What other books or stories might you compare to this one?

· What other characters or authors might you compare to this one?

· What current trends or events are related to this section of the book?

· What is the most interesting or important connection that comes to mind?

· What is the connection that no one else but you can discover?

· How does this section relate to those that came before it?




	Write your discussion questions or time line here; write your responses to them in the main note-taking area to the right.>>>>
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