American Lit 
Mr. D’Agostino


Read over these texts and find out the different occurrences in history that helped foster a belief in witches.

Joan of Arc was accused of being a witch for reasons other than religious. Why was she accused of witchcraft?

What could have been the political motives behind the accusation? 

What was the result of the accusation?

Has history cleared her name and how?
Putting the Pieces Together... The Puzzle of Salem
Describe two different kinds of witches.

Was witchcraft ever against the law? Find out the dates.

What is the difference between a New England and medieval witch?

Fecund means 'fruitful and fertile'.  What does this tell you about the attitude toward women at this time?

What aspect of property ownership contributed to the Salem witch hunt?

What is ergotism?

Why is it not a satisfactory answer for the cause of the Salem witch hysteria?

What is the most plausible explanation for the witch hunts of Salem as well as Europe?

